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January 17, 2002

The Honorable Michael K. Powell

Chairman, Federal Communications Commission
445 12" Street, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Powell:

The proposed merger of EchoStar and DIRECTYV represents a major opportunity for
government to practice the wisdom of doing most by doing least. The leadership of the
National Center for Public Policy Research urges you and your organization to avoid
government interference with this merger.

We believe it is clearly in the public interest to allow this merger to go torward without
delay. Permit me to share our reasoning.

In the ¢lassic free-market tradition, the merger would hold down costs and improve
setrvice in the pay-TV market by introducing a significant new ievel of competition.
EchoStar and DIRECTYV together could make dramatically more effective use of their
combined broadcast spectrum, a finite and valuable commodity that cannot be
reproduced.

The National Center for Public Policy Research feels strongly that the dvnamics of a free
market and not government programs represent the best opportunity for minority people
to make full use of broadband technology. By providing satellite-based broadband
services to all areas of America at one ugiform price, the post-merger company will add
significantly to the free market options for obtaining broadband services.

This is clearly a competition-expanding merger. Attempts to block it on antirust grounds
are cynical and self-serving. The pay-TV market needs the competitive stimulus this
merger offers, and we hope it will have your support.

Yours most sincerely.

Amy Ridenour

President
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